. Normal plumage of Cariama cristata, USNM 335304 (above) and aberrant melanistic specimen, USNM 222S21 (below), photographed by Victor E. Krantz.
the others and approach the normal coloration. The remiges and rectrices are barred with white as in the normal plumage but the white bars of the tail (which is in heavy molt) are more heavily infused with brown flecks. The ends of the neck hackles arc a light straw color and stand out against the dark basal portions. The margins of the feathers of the breast and flanks are clove brown, greatly accentuating the white or buffy shaft streaks and very different from the normal plumage in which this pattern is obscured by the paler feather margins. The lower belly and under tail coverts are buffy white as in normal birds but scattered patches of the basal down are brown rather than the usual white.
I find no mention of any such plumage of Cariama in the literature. It represents neither a juvenal nor an immature plumage, as these are illustrated by Heinroth (1924, J. Ornithol. 72: 119) and Miranda-Ribeiro (1937, Rev. Mus. Paulista 23: 36) and are similar to the adult. Mirando-Ribeiro also described presumed geographical variation in this species but this variation does not encompass anything similar to the specimen described here. None of the other specimens at the USNM (some of which arc also zoo birds), or those at the American Museum of Natural History or the Yale Peabody Museum (a total of only about IS skins) shows any tendency towards such dark coloration. It can only be assumed, therefore, that the dark bird represents a peculiar sort of melanistic aberration. It is possible that this melanistic condition was induced by some factor of its captivity, especially as high humidity can at times cause increased melanin deposition in captive birds.
